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Town of Buchanan 
Roadway Ditch Drainage 

and Right‐of‐Way 
Maintenance Guidelines 

 

 
The following maintenance guidelines are intended to supplement ordinance 
requirements set forth in Chapter 504 Article V Drainage, Ditches and Watercourse 
Maintenance and should be used in conjunction with those requirements. The standards 
set forth are established to provide landowners and Town staff or designees guidance on 
maintenance, use and alterations to roadway ditches used for drainage and general 
management of Town owned road right‐of‐way (ROW) or easements. 

 
1) PURPOSE: It is the purpose of these maintenance guidelines to: 

 
a) Clarify the system of handling roadway ditch, drainage and ROW issues; 
b) Maintain or improve drainage aesthetics and reducing potential health 

or safety issues; 
c) To provide consistency over time which anticipates staff, 

engineering and elected official turnover; 
d) To encourage use of Town resources and time in areas of greatest need; 
e) Protect Town investment in roadways and ROW; 
f) Provide public confidence in management of issues and use of taxpayer funded 

resolutions. 
 

2) PURPOSE OF ROADWAY DITCHES: Town roadway ditches and ROW perform four 
primary functions: 

a) Serve to drain the road base and sub‐grade of water. 
b) Serve to drain surrounding land uses of water. 
c) Carry collected water to a sufficient outfall. 
d) Assist in winter snow clearing by providing snow storage below the elevation of 

the road surface. 

3) LANDOWNER DITCH AND ROW MAINTENANCE: The Town of 
Buchanan owns all Town roadway ditches and ROW areas. Landowners adjacent to 
roadway ditches and ROW are responsible for general maintenance within those areas. 
General maintenance includes, but is not limited to, mowing, weed removal, brush 
removal, improvements with no changes to existing grades, culvert replacement with 
no changes to existing grades and generally keeping the area clear of debris. Any 
weeds or debris within ditches or ROW shall not exceed a height of three feet as 
measured from the bottom of the ditch ground surface. Any culvert cleaning or 
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maintenance under driveways is the responsibility of the landowner. 

Landowner Maintenance Exemptions: The following are exempt from general 
maintenance activities such as those described in Section 3: 
a) Land directly adjacent to roadway ditch and ROW is actively in agricultural use. 

 
4) TOWN DITCH AND ROW MAINTENANCE:  

a) Mowing: Mowing of roadway ditches and ROW may be completed at the discretion 
of the Town. 

b) Culvert Cleaning: At the Town’s discretion, cleaning or clearing of culverts may be 
completed as needed to remove blockages and improve stormwater flow. This 
cleaning shall primarily only be completed on culverts located under Town roads or 
other easements. 

c) If a drainage maintenance/repair issue is identified and the property owner(s) 
doesn’t(don’t) correct it, staff shall bring the issue to the Stormwater Utility for 
review and the Utility shall take necessary action to correct it per Section 504-43 of 
the Buchanan Municipal Code. This may also include an engineering study prior to 
correction to determine the best course of action. This will typically take place when 
there are multiple property owners involved that require more coordination than an 
isolated property drainage issue. 
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