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What is Zoning?

• The word ‘zoning’ comes from 
the practice of designating 
mapped zones which regulate 
the design, use, form and 
compatibility of
development.



• Zoning is a legislative tool 
used to develop land. Through 
community planning and 
development, zoning 
legislation helps local 
governments preserve 
property values and prevent 
the misuse of land, thus 
making communities as 
functional and safe as 
possible.



Why and Who to Rezone?
• In 2024 Buchanan completely rewrote its Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with its 2040 

Comprehensive Plan it adopted in 2018. Between the new Zoning Ordinance and 2040 Comprehensive
Plan there are conflicting land uses and zoning on a number of properties in Buchanan.

• If you received a notification about rezoning your property it may be because of one of the following 
reasons:

• The existing land use is in conflict with the current zoning based on the new Zoning Ordinance. The term used to 
describe this is legal non-conforming which means you can continue to use your property as you have been but if 
you would like to make any improvements to the land, structures or uses it must be rezoned to an appropriate 
zoning district. Many times lenders also require land use and zoning to align – Applies to the majority of 
properties.

• The future land use is in conflict with the current zoning based on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. You can 
continue to use your property as is, but the preference is to see your property zoned for future development 
opportunities based on the plan.



The Process
• The Town Board approved the project with the 2025 Budget and the Plan Commission will lead the project.

• Staff to prepare a draft map for review by the Plan Commission.

• Plan Commission to review the map and provided additional direction/modifications to staff.

• Staff to mail a notification letter to those properties being proposed for rezoning.

• Staff to receive feedback and answer questions for property owners.

• Plan Commission to hold a public hearing and make a recommendation to the Town Board.

• The Town Board to consider the Plan Commission recommendation.

• Upon Town Board approval, staff to submit to Outagamie County for approval.

This process is expected to be completed by the end of 2025.



The Map - The Ordinance - The Plan
• The following link will take you to the Rezoning Map where you can review existing and proposed 

zoning. https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e021823e13e54ba28295939bfae1a23e

• The following link will take you to the Zoning Ordinance where you can review the regulations for
your property based on the proposed rezoning https://ecode360.com/12329054.

• The following link will take you to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan
https://www.townofbuchanan.org/home/showpublisheddocument/1566/63854894
0721770000 .

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e021823e13e54ba28295939bfae1a23e
https://ecode360.com/12329054
https://www.townofbuchanan.org/home/showpublisheddocument/1566/638548940721770000


What does this mean for my property?

• My property’s principal use will be legal per the Zoning Ordinance and will allow me to add onto my 
principle use and structures and add additional accessory uses and structures as permitted by the Zoning 
Ordinance.

• When the Zoning Ordinance was adopted, the majority of modifications made allow for more flexibility in 
developing and building on my property.



Frequently Asked Questions
• Will rezoning affect my property taxes?

• No, tax assessment is based on the land use, not zoning.

• Can I still have farm animals?

• Yes, if you meet the requirements of our Farm Animal code https://ecode360.com/13887615

• Why aren’t residential land uses allowed in Agricultural Zoning anymore?
• Buchanan wanted to separate agricultural and residential land uses to eliminate conflicts 

between the land uses which allows for more orderly growth and development.
• Is there a cost to me as a property owner?

• No, Buchanan has budgeted  and will pay for this project.

https://ecode360.com/13887615


Feedback
• If you have questions or concerns please direct them to Michael J. D. Brown, Administrator at 920-734-

8599.
• If you would be so kind as to provide your feedback and/or questions as soon as possible, this will allow 

adequate time to consider them.

• You are also invited to attend the Plan Commission meetings and public hearing when they are 
scheduled, typically the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm.
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